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It is Written 


—By Robert KASWSS 


The Valley of the Moon ARC is run rather 
informally and it appears most members are 
happy with the laid back nature of the club. Still, 
as a legal entity we have to somewhat follow the 
rules of incorporation for the group which is why 
| went in search of the club Constitution. Yes, | 
admit your President did not have a copy in his 
pocket all this time. 


Dave (KD6FIL) got a copy of the document and 
scanned it in for us. It's now a living document 
on Google docs which you can see here. The 
copy in force is dated February 20, 1991. A lot 
has changed since then so we'll be looking at 
proposing some modifications or amendments 
at a future meeting. 


One thing that we'll need to change is officially 
add a new officer position. Informally, we've 
had a VE Liaison, previously Sanford (N7PIB) who 
helped run testing sessions in the area. The 
mantle has been recently passed to Liz 

(N6LY). Although the Volunteer Examiner 
program started in the 1980's the 1991 version 
of the club's by-laws had not made a provision 
for such a position. That will be one of the first 
things we'll address. 


September 2020 


Now would also be a good time to review the 
seven (soon to be eight!) officer positions listed 
in the document. Please consider lending a 
hand in operating your club when nominations 
are accepted later this year. 


| was recently contacted by a prospective Ham 
about where to listen in on local operators. | 
could easily have crafted up a single email to him 
and called it a day. But | thought this was a good 
opportunity to start generating pages of 
information that would not only help him but 
also anyone else, licensed or not, who had 
similar questions in the future. 


The first "how to" page | wrote is available on 
the vomarc.org site and it concerns how to listen 
in to local Hams and those further afield. Right 
now it's not linked from the main page as | 
would like to beef it up some more and add 
additional topics. A few other pages that have 
come to mind are things like: 


How to study for a license exam 
How to connect to Zoom meetings 
How to get on local repeaters 
How to be a net control 

How to get involved in ACS 

How to configure DMR 


Do you have any ideas for other pages? Even 
better, do you want to help write some of these 


or other pages? Please get in touch with me if 
SO. 


As you can see from a story below, we are at the 
start of solar cycle 25. Better propagation 
awaits in the future. One of the ways to gauge 
what the band conditions are is the use of 
beacons. This month, our speaker is Kevin 
Rowett (K6TD) who will discuss the 

worldwide NCDXF/IARU beacon 

program. Please join us! 


— By Robert KASWSS 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, September 16, 2020, 7:30pm 
Zoom meeting room info will be emailed 
later. 
Topic: History, Use, & Description of 
NCDXF/IARU Beacon Program 
Presenter: Kevin Rowett (K6TD) 


Minutes, August 19 Meeting 


Meeting was once again very successfully held 
on ZOOM by KASWSS 


KASWSS (Robert), KD6FIL (Dave), WD6BOR 
(Darrel), KG6N (Frank), K6YD (Kevin), N6LY 
(Elizabeth), KE6HID (Andrew), W8EWL (John), 
K6ZMF (Jack), NJ6E (Stan), N7PIB (Sanford), 
N6TVN (Carl), W5LTP (Sam), W1EJ (Ed), 
WB6TMH (Mike) 


Guest: K6JS (Jim), N6YEU (Fred) 


Meeting called to order at 19:30 by president 
and zoom master KASWSS 


MINUTES 


Minutes from the July meeting corrected to 
include attendees K6YD and N6LY. 


TREASURER 


Currently have $4,384 in the bank. VOMARC set 
it up to pay dues online. Still more equipment to 
sell. 


SECRETARY 

No Updates. The VOMARC Breakfast on the Air is 
going well. 

Training 

School closed 

PRESIDENT 


Books that were originally purchased for the 
County Library are available for loan. 


OLD BUSINESS 


Donated equipment that is for sale, is posted to 
the VOMARC Web Page. 


NEW BUSINESS 
Ryan Martin is a new club member. 
KD6FIL is still working on the book list. 


The Sonoma County DMR net is still going at 
1830 on Thursdays on talk group 31707. 


No club members were evacuated by the fires 
that we know of. 


No ACS activation for the fires. 


VE Coordinator was elected, Thank you N6LY for 
volunteering. 


VE Session- Tentatively scheduled for the last 
weekend in September, but the club has not 
worked out the social distancing requirements 
yet. N6LY is the new VE Coordinator. The Club 
needs to get the VE box back from the Hill 
family. 

KASWSS has created an email reflector for the 
club. Go to VOMARC.org and look at the bottom 


of the right side of the page. 
https://vomarc.groups.io/g/announcements 


Mystery Box: Jack, KEZMF has the box and the 
Mystery Box program is on hold for a while 


Next Month’s Program: K6TD with a 
presentation on the NCDX Foundation Beacon 
Program. 


PROGRAM 


Fred, N6YEU gave a presentation of the 
California QSO party. Check out: 
http://www.cqp.or 


Meeting adjourned at 2030. 
—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


FCC Proposes to Reinstate 
Amateur Radio Service Fees 


The Federal Communications Commission is proposing a 
$50 charge for most Amateur Radio license actions. Geta 
license for the first 

time? $50. Upgrade? $50. Thankfully some things such 
as address changes would not incur a fee. 

Paradoxically, the proposal text indicates "applications 
for personal licenses are mostly automated and do 
not have individualized staff costs for data input or 
review". How high automation and low labor costs add 
up to $50 is a mystery. The FCC also proposes to charge 
the same $50 fee if a Ham wants a printed copy of their 
license. 
http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-proposes-to- 


reinstate-amateur-radio-service-fees 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Solar Minimum Most Likely 
Occurred in December 2019 


At the time of this writing there were no 
sunspots visible on old Sol. But there is good 
news. According to some researchers, the solar 
minimum between cycles 24 and 25 likely 
occurred during December of 2019. Sunspots 
that have appeared in 2020 are almost all 
associated with cycle 25 given their 

polarity. Things should get better from here! 


http://www.arrl.org/news/solar-minimum-most- 
likely-occurred-in-december-2019 


GReKT... TuST GREAT! 
SUN SPOTS! ... ALWAYS 
BefoRe A BIG DaTe 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Who's Doing What 


Carl (N6TVN) made 69 QSOs in the KS QSO Party 
running SW. He may have finished first in his 
category (out of state QRP). 

Sanford (N7PIB) finally has solar power up and 
running at his home, which came in handy 
during recent PG&E outages. 


Mike's (WB6TMH) new home has passed final 
inspections! 
Joe (N7TSQ) reports working a Palo Alto 


repeater with half a watt into his roll up JPole 
antenna. 


Liz (N6LY) and Kevin (K6YD) are both just a 
handful of states away from working all 50. 


Robert (KASWSS) received electronic versions of 
the WPX award for both Phone and Digital 
modes. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


What's Your Zone? 


The City of Sonoma recently distributed a map of 
their evacuation zones to give the public an idea 
of how evacuation of the city might proceed in 
the event of an emergency. Might be useful to 
print up and store with your emergency or ACS 
supplies. 


CITY OF SONOMA 
Emergency Evacuation Zones 9A, 9B, 9C, and 9D 
(Zone 9 means entire City) 


Map Legend 
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—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Blasts From The Past 


VOMARC's own Frank (KG6N, then KD6KVL) was 
part of Fred's (N6YEU) August presentation 
about the California QSO Party. Here's Frank 
working stations during the 2004 iteration of 
CQP from Yuba County. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Misc 


e Andrew (KEGHID) passes along suggestions 
for those who want to study and get licensed 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. This includes 
online study tools such as Ham Study. If local 
testing options are not available there are 
some VECs that have had success with 
completely remote testing, such as 
the Greater Los Angeles Amateur Radio 
Group VEC. 

Andrew also passes along info on the 
upcoming Nevada QSO Party. The contest, 
which takes place Oct. 9-11, includes ALL 
modes and methods including via repeaters 
and networked systems like DMR. This might 
be a first and it will be interesting to see how 
it all plays out. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


From The QSL Inbox 


FT8 makes working stations across the Pacific, 
such as VKONK on Norfolk Island, fairly easy, 
even for modest home stations. 


VKINK 


Gy SPIFI# 


1OTA2OG-0058WAZHE3 2906) RG30xx 


Courtesy of Gerhard (K6XH), via Stan (NJ6E), 
here's a sample of the special QSL card used 
around the time of the 150th anniversary of the 
Bear Flag in 1996. 


K6XH 


Gerhard J. Straub 
P.O. Box 395 


Sonoma, CA 95476 
1646 CALIFORNIA REPUBLIC 1996 
The Bear Flag (now the California state flag) was first raised over 
Sonoma's plaza during the Bear Flag revolt on June 14, 1846, The 
Valley of the Moon Amateur Radio Club joined the community in 
celebrating this event between June 14, 1996 and July 9, 1996 Tos 


STATION pay | MO UTC MHZ —_|2-wAYMODE| RST | QSL 
ese [| 


Remarks: 


Sonoma County - Grid CM88 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
VOLUME 24 EDITION 7 


A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — President 
VACANT — Vice President 

Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 
VACANT — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey, N6LY — VE Liaison 
Jim Hill KE JUW — Elmer Coordinator 

Darrel Jones, WD6BOR - Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on the 
146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station is off the 
air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of each month 
at Black Bear Restaurant, 201 W Napa St, #34 (Marketplace 
Shopping Center), Sonoma. The fun starts at 08:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 


Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2020 ACS 2020 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY JULY MOE KI6JNU 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG AUGUST CARL N6TVN 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2020 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1: St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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